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31.0 CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT TRANSACTION 

31.1 DESCRIPTION 

The concealed weapon permit query (CWQ) enables users to obtain concealed weapon permit 
holder information.  This inquiry provides a standardized, secure, and efficient method for states 
with automated concealed weapon permit (CWP) systems to respond automatically to CWQ 
transactions. 

See Appendix A, Section 30.0 for XML formats and examples. 

See Appendix B, Section 30.0 for Native formats and examples. 

31.1.1 PARTICIPATING STATES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Participating state / Province 
 

 Non - Participating 
 

 Mexico - Non – Participating  
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31.2 INQUIRY MESSAGE KEY 

 

    CWQ      Concealed Weapon Permit Holder Query 

31.3 INQUIRY DESTINATION LIMITATIONS 

 
CWQ Single destination only via two-character state/province code  

 

31.4 DATA ELEMENTS 

31.4.1 CWQ DATA ELEMENTS 

 
Although all of these elements may be included in the query, each search element may generate 
a separate query, depending on the capabilities of the state.   

Field MFC 

Message key None 

ORI of requesting agency  None 

Destination code None 

Fixed field prefix denoting beginning of message TXT 

Name NAM/ 

Date of Birth DOB/ 

Social Security Number SOC/ 

Permit Number PER/ 

31.4.2 CWQ INQUIRY FORMATS 

 
 
 

  CWQORI__TXT NAM/____________DOB/________  SOC/___________ 

                  PER/___________ 

   OR 
 

  CWQORI__TXT SOC/__________ PER/___________ 

 
 

   OR 
 
 

  CWQORI__PER/__________ 

 
 Mandatory fields 

 

 Optional fields 
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31.4.3 INQUIRY BY NAM & DOB - EXAMPLE 

 
CWQ.NL0000000.WA.TXT NAM/PERSON,TEST ONE.DOB/19900105 

31.4.4 INQUIRY BY SOC - EXAMPLE 

 
CWQ.NL0000000.WA.TXT SOC/123456789 

31.4.5 INQUIRY BY PER - EXAMPLE 

 
CWQ.NL0000000.WA.TXT PER/1233456789 

31.5 INQUIRY RESPONSES 

A response (CWR) will be returned with the notification that a permit does or does not exist, its 
status, and a description of the owner. 

Responses to CWQ inquires can include: 

 Any or all of the following data elements: 
 NAM 

DOB 
SOC 
PER 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Name 
DOB 
Social Security Number 
Permit Number 
Height 
Weight 
Hair Color 
Eye Color 
Permit Status 

 NOT ON FILE 

 FILE NOT AVAILABLE 

 TEMPORARILY UNAVAILABLE 
 
 
 
 

31.5.1 INQUIRY RESPONSE - EXAMPLE 

NO RECORD RESPONSE 
 

FILE SEARCHED ON NAM/PUBLIC, JOHN Q 
NO RECORD 
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SINGLE RECORD RESPONSE 
 

CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT HOLDER 
FILE SEARCHED PER/472484139 
NAM/PUBLIC, JOHN Q     DOB/06101955   SEX/M      POB/IN 
HGT/603  WGT/190  EYE/BRO  HAI/BRO  SOC/472484139 
PMT/29437211  EXP/10102004  ISS/10101998 
LKA/2205 MAIN ST  THREE RIVERS MI  49093   DOP/10172005 
MIS/INDIVIDUAL HAS A CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT AND MAY BE CARRYING A CONCEALED 
WEAPON 
OLN/B14494966    OLS/MI 
DO NOT ARREST OR DETAIN BASED SOLELY ON THIS INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE RECORD RESPONSE 
 

CONCEALED WEAPON PERMIT HOLDERS 
FILE SEARCHED BY PUBLIC, JOHN 
----------NAME ------------DOB  SEX RAC HGT WGT EYE HAI      PER# 
PUBLIC, JAMES 071032  M W 600 220 BRO BLK 29912221 
PUBLIC, JAMIE 030463  M W 506 180 BRO BRO 54432659 
PUBLIC, JEFFREY 121268  M W 511 176 BLU BLK 98895456 
PUBLIC, JUDY ANN 083160  W W 503 193 BRO GRY 56998200 
PUBLIC, JORDAN 031748  W W 606 245 BRO BRO 45548217 
DO NOT ARREST OR DETAIN BASED SOLELY ON THIS INFORMATION 
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31.6 NLETS AUTOMATED HELP FILE 

The Nlets has an automated “Help” file, where each state may enter information relating to its 
concealed weapon permit records, including how to interpret those records.  Users also may 
determine who is providing automated responses to registration queries and who has a HELP file 
by sending an Administrative Message to "NLGUNHELP". 

 
 

31.6.1 LIST OF STATE “HELP” FILE INQUIRY 

Use the format shown below to obtain a list of states that have entered information into the Nlets 
“Help” file. 

 
 

 

31.6.2 HELP FILE INQUIRY FORMAT FOR LICENSE NUMBERS  

 
 

AM.CA024015Y.NLGUNHELP.TXT 

 
      Indicates request is for Concealed Weapon info 
 
     Indicates request is routed to the Nlets switch  
 
    ORI of requesting agency 

20.6.3 DETAILED HELP FILE INFO FROM SPECIFIC STATE  

To obtain detailed explanatory or supplementary information on a concealed weapon permit files 
send an Administrative Message (AM) to: 

 
 

AM.CA024015Y.XXGUNHELP.TXT 

 
      Indicates request is for concealed weapon info 
 
     Indicates the state to which the request is made 
 
    ORI of requesting agency 
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31.7 MESSAGE FIELD CODE (MFC) DIRECTORY 

Each message transaction is comprised of multiple data elements; this section provides the 
necessary information on data elements for this transaction.  Each data element is identified by a 
specific field name.  Each field name is abbreviated with a unique three-character code called a 
message field code (MFC).  The MFC’s are sorted alphabetically, then followed by a plain-word 
description of each.  The number immediately following the description indicates the maximum 
number of characters allowed for that data element.  Below the description line is text describing 
specific requirements for this field. 

 

31.7.1 DOB DATE OF BIRTH – 8 

CONDITIONAL 

Numeric only; must be CCYY-MM-DD (or) CCYYMMDD. Complete date of birth.  

 Mandatory in query by NAM 

 Optional in all other transactions 

 
 

31.7.2 NAM NAME – 30 

CONDITIONAL 

Alpha only; must include last and first name in the following format: Last, First Middle. 

 Mandatory in all transactions by NAM 

 Optional in all other transactions 

 

31.7.3 PER PERMIT NUMBER – 15 

CONDITIONAL 

Alphanumeric; Concealed Weapon Permit number of the subject of the query. 

 Mandatory in CWQ transaction by PER 

 Optional in all other transactions 

 
 

31.7.4 SOC SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER – 9 

CONDITIONAL 

Numeric only: Social Security Number of the subject of the query. 

 

 Mandatory in CWQ transaction by SOC. 

 Optional in all other transactions 


